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Chairman Conway, members of the Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee, the
Maryland Association of Community Colleges, on behalf of Maryland’s 16 community colleges and
the students we serve, support SB 591, which will allow Maryland high school students to attend
Maryland public colleges and universities at in-state tuition rates, without regard to their
immigration status. Community colleges have supported this legislation each year since the first
introduction of this legislation in the 2003 Maryland General Assembly.

We support this Bill for the following reasons:

1. Postsecondary education is a public good as well as a private benefit to the individual. It is
in the interest of the State of Maryland that all residents achieve their highest occupational
potential. This is true for every woman, man, and child in Maryland, regardless of that
person’s immigration status.

2. The State gains financially from SB 591. Under the current law, an undocumented
immigrant will likely not attend college, because of the cost. This will consign that person to
low wage jobs and possibly a sort of underground economy where they may not pay taxes.
In any case, such an individual will pay minimal taxes. If that person successfully completes
college, she or he will be able to obtain a much better job and contribute more to the State,
financially and otherwise, not only personally, but as a role model for their children.

3. There is no loss to the public colleges and universities. Public postsecondary institutions will
not loose money under SB 591. As stated above, very few undocumented individuals are
attending college now, and, we suspect, even fewer are paying nonresident tuition rates. If
SB 591 becomes law, students will attend college who otherwise would not have enrolled at
all.

In sum, SB 591 is good public policy. Enforcing immigration laws is the responsibility of the
federal government, not the State. From Maryland’s perspective, it is far better to have every person

possible attend college, rather than be consigned to the economic fringe.

We urge a favorable recommendation on SB 591.



TO: The Honorable Joan Carter Conway, Chair and
Members of the Senate Education, Health & Environmental
Affairs Committee

FROM: Maryland Association of Community Colleges
Clay Whitlow, Executive Director

DATE: March 4, 2008

RE: Follow-up Testimony on SB 591 — Tuition Charges — Maryland
High School Students

Much of the opposing testimony on SB 591 — Tuition Charges — Maryland High
School Students — centered around concerns that undocumented students would fill
“seat slots™ at the state public colleges and universities that would otherwise fall to
Maryland residents.

Community colleges would like to address two points on this issue:

1) Community colleges are open access institutions; therefore any
undocumented student seeking to attend a community college would not be
replacing a Maryland resident. We accept all students who want to seek
postsecondary education and training and can benefit from it. A cap on the
number of students who can enroll in our institutions would be contrary to
the community college mission and extremely problematic for the student.
A cap for undocumented students at community colleges would require
major policy changes and new enrollment guidelines for only this segment
of the population. It is probable that undocumented students would be
admitted on a temporary basis until enrollment numbers could be verified,
which could not happen until well into the semester. In the meantime,
students would need to purchase textbooks and attend classes only to find
that their registration is invalid because their community college admitted
too many undocumented students.

2) A large number of undocumented students that are addressed in this
legislation are from families of lower economic means making higher



education at the four-year public institutions in Maryland out of their
economic reach even if this bill was enacted and afforded these students
resident tuition fees. Therefore, the lion share of these students will enroll in
their local area community colleges for their first two years of undergraduate
education where tuitions are less than half the cost of a Maryland four-year
public institution and the student can commute from home.



